
Bev found this last year, and I 

thought I would share it with 

you this year: 
Each December, I vowed to 
make Christmas a calm and 
peaceful experience. I had cut 
back on nonessential obliga-
tions, extensive card writing, 
endless baking, decorating, and 
even overspending. Yet still, I 
found myself exhausted, unable 
to appreciate the precious fami-
ly moments, and of course, the 
true meaning of Christmas. 
  My son, Nicholas, was in 
kindergarten that year. It was an 
exciting season for a six-year-
old. For weeks, he’d been mem-
orizing songs for his school’s 
Winter Pageant. 
  I didn’t have the heart to 
tell him I’d be working the 
night of the production. Unwill-
ing to miss his shining moment, 
I spoke with his teacher. She 
assured me there’d be a dress 
rehearsal the morning of the 
presentation. All parents unable 
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to attend that evening were wel-
come to come then. Fortunately, 
Nicholas seemed happy with 
the compromise. 
  So, the morning of the 
dress rehearsal, I filed in ten 
minutes early, found a spot on 
the cafeteria floor and sat down. 
Around the room, I saw several 
other parents quietly scamper-
ing to their seats. As I waited, 
the students were led into the 
room. Each class, accompanied 
by their teacher, sat cross-
legged on the floor. Then, each 
group, one by one, rose to per-
form their song. 
  Because the public 
school system had long stopped 
referring to the holiday as 
Christmas, I didn’t expect any-
thing other than fun, commer-
cial entertainment, songs of 
reindeer, Santa Claus, snow-
flakes, and good cheer. So, 
when my son’s class rose to 
sing “Christmas Love”, I was 
slightly taken aback by its bold 
title.   (continued on next page) 

The “W” in Christmas   
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  Nicholas was aglow, as were all of his 
classmates, adorned in fuzzy mittens, red 
sweaters, and bright snowcaps upon their 
heads. 
  Those in the front row-center stage 
held up large letters, one by one, to spell out 
the title of the song. As the class would sing 
“C is for Christmas”, a child would hold up 
the letter C. Then, “H is for Happy”, and on 
and on, until each child holding up his por-
tion had presented the complete message, 
“Christmas Love”. 
  The performance was going smoothly, 
until suddenly, we noticed her; a small, qui-
et, girl in the front row holding the letter 
“M” upside down, totally unaware her letter 
“M” appeared as a “W”. 
  The audience of 1st through 6th graders 
snickered at this little one’s mistake. But she 
had no idea they were laughing at her, so she 
stood tall, proudly holding her “W”.  Alt-
hough many teachers tried to shush the chil-
dren, the laughter continued until the last let-
ter was raised, and we all saw it together. A 
hush came over the audience and eyes began 
to widen. In that instant, we understood the 
reason we were there, why we celebrated the 
holiday in the first place, why even in the 
chaos, there was a purpose for our festivities. 
  For when the last letter was held high, 
the message read loud and clear: C H R I S T 
W A S L O V E. 
  And, I believe, He still is.  Amazed in 
His presence... Humbled by His love. 
 May each of you have a Merry Christmas 
and a blessed New Year as you reflect on His 
Amazing Love for us. 
 
Hope you all have a wonderful Christ-
waslove holiday season.  

Pastor Rick 

Ladies  Christmas Tea 

ALL THE LADIES of the church 

are invited to the UMW An-

nual Christmas Tea.  Come to 

Karlyn McPike's(138 E. Lynn) 

on Monday, Dec. 14th from 

7:00 pm-?  There will be a va-

riety of teas and treats, both 

savory and sweet.   

*Please mark your calendars: There will be no 

UMW Bible Study from Dec 14th through the end 

of the year. Bible Study will resume in January 

2016.  

December Ladies’ Craft Night  

Wednesday, December 16 

Beginning at 7:00 PM  

(we may start at 6:45, if bell choir 

prac:ce ends early enough) 

Project announcement coming 

soon! Listen on Sunday mornings, 

check the church website, or call 

the church office for more info.  
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Dylan was born July 26, 1997. He is a senior at Four County, but his 

home school is Stryker. A@er gradua:ng, Dylan plans to enlist in the 

Marines. He currently works at Club House Pizza in Stryker, and plans 

to con:nue working there un:l he leaves for boot camp, which will be 

in January 2017.  

His hobbies include playing video games, listening to music, watching 

movies, being a joker, and spending :me hanging out with his friends.  

Dylan’s family includes his mom, Jodi Stoy soon to be step father, Zach 

McAfee, & liEle brother Isaac Stoy; and his father Brian BaEerson, step 

mother Trish, and liEle sister Violet.  He also has 2 dogs, Rocky– who 

lives with his dad, and Lilly– who lives with his mom.  

When asked who he considers his role model, Dylan named Al Johnson, who was a supervisor at his sum-

mer job at C.E. Electronics. When asked to use one word to describe his role model, Dylan replied 

“Intelligent.”   

Thank you for taking the :me to answer my ques:ons, Dylan! And thank you for choosing to serve our 

country!  I hope everyone will take the :me to get to know this incredible young man!   

 ======================================================================================= 

With the increase in aEendance of children and youth, we are star:ng something new– each 

month we will ‘highlight’ one of our church’s youth/children. Please take :me to read about 

them, then make a point of introducing yourself to them and gePng :me to know them person-

ally.  Meet our December youth feature:  

Dylan Ba�erson 

Cub Scout News 

The Cub 

Scouts have 

much to be 

thankful for– 

the picture 

to the right 

shows a pro-

ject from 

their Novem-

ber pack mee:ng, lis:ng many of the things that they are thankful for this year.  And we at the church are 

thankful for people like Neal & Sandy, who work so :relessly to ins:ll the good values & principles that the 

cub scouts program teaches!  The cub scouts just wrapped up their popcorn sale & collected a box of food 

for the food pantry, & now they look ahead to caroling at the nursing home on December 20.   



12/3  Jim McPike 

12/7  Mary McCarthy 

12/8   John D. Casebere 

12/10 Harlan Poole 

12/14 Ronnie Richardson 

12/20 MaE Koerner 

12/21 Keira Anderson 

12/21 Rev. Rick BarneE 

12/22 Iva Peverly 

12/22 Pam Coffman 

12/31 Delores Traxler 

 

December Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Greg Sims 

Marcella Koerner 

Dock Pigmon II 

Shorty Fritch 

Chuck Bernath 

PaP Coon 

Steve Hutcherson 

Louie Herman 

 

Edgerton Liturgists 

12/6– Denise Farnham 

12/13– Shawn Cli@on 

12/20– Iva Peverly 

12/27– Dee Gilbert 

12/8  Bob & Marcella Koerner 

12/15 Lee & Elizabeth Gilbert 

12/26 Roger and Shirlee Strup 

Henry Katoula 

Ray Babb 

Keegan Perez 

Family & Friends of Eva Coffman 

 

 


